
 
 

Famous Last Words 

 
Bethel Christian Reformed Church Winter Growth Study 2016 

7 Session Study 

This Study covers the following Sermon Series Messages: 

“Father, Forgive”:  February 7th 
“Today, Paradise”: February 14th  
“Behold Thy Son”: February 21st  

“Why have you Forsaken Me?”: February 28th   
“I am Thirsty”: March 6th  

“Into Your Hands”: March 13th   
“It is Finished”:  March 20th   

 

 

 



 
 

  



 
 

Famous Last Words 

Session One:   “Father, Forgive” 

Bethel Church Growth Study 

Preparation:    

Read Luke 23:32-38 

Sermon Series Week 1:  “Father, Forgive” to be preached on February 7th  

Discussion Questions 

1.   What strikes you most about Jesus’ words? 

2.  Jesus says, “….forgive them for they know not……”  Who do you think he’s referring to?  The 

guards?  The Jews?  Humanity?    

3.  Were you in Jesus’ place, (hanging on the cross despite innocence) do you think you would 

be able to say these words?  Why/why not? 

4.  Jesus asks for this forgiveness even though nobody asked him for forgiveness.  Do you think 

we are supposed to forgive people even if they don’t ask?   Why/why not? 

5.   When we are wronged by others what are our typical responsive instincts?   How does our 

culture teach us to respond?    

6.  What do Jesus’ words say to us and about our forgiveness as sinners? 

7.  Why do you suppose that forgiveness is such a difficult thing for us to grant to others? 

8.  Jesus also mentions forgiveness in the Lord’s Prayer.  Why should forgiveness be such a big 

part of our lives as Christians? 

9.  In our relationships with God and other people, what freedoms does forgiveness afford us?   

10.  For silent/personal meditation:  Are there people in your life that you need to forgive? 

Are there people in your life whom you need to ask for forgiveness?   

Closing Prayer: 

Pray for the strength to forgive and to seek forgiveness. 

Pray for the power and freedom of forgiveness to be alive in our lives and our relationships. 

Give thanks for the forgiveness that we enjoy because of Jesus’ work on the cross. 

  



 
 

Famous Last Words 

Session Two:   “Today, Paradise” 

Bethel Church Growth Study 

Preparation:    

Read Luke 23:39-43 

Sermon Series Week 2:  “Today, Paradise” to be preached on February 14th    

Discussion Questions 

1.   What confuses/surprises you about this statement? 

2.  Read the words of the mocking criminal in verse 39 carefully.  We like to identify ourselves 

with the criminal who expresses faith, but in what ways do we resemble the criminal who 

mocks Jesus?    

3.  In what ways do we resemble both criminals?   How are we different and the same?    

4.  Will Willimon notes that it is fitting for Jesus to be around criminals as he dies.   Why would 

he say this?   

5.  Read carefully the words of the other criminal in verses 40-42.  What do these words say 

about the criminal and the condition of his heart?  What does he believe about Jesus? 

6.  What elements of faith do we see in this statement?   Do these words qualify as repentance 

from sins/confession?    

7.  What does Jesus’ response to the criminal teach us about faith and knowledge of God?    

8.  The word that Jesus uses, “paradise” is a strange word to use.   What do you think he is 

referring to?  (note: Jesus says the thief will be with him there today).   

9.  Jesus says that the criminal will be with him in paradise today.  What does this tell us about 

paradise? 

Closing Prayer 

Confess our “criminal” record of sin and acknowledge our need for saving. 

Give thanks that we have a Savior who speaks and saves sinners/criminals. 

Give thanks for the gift of paradise with Jesus. 

 

  



 
 

Famous Last Words 

Session Three:  “Behold Thy Son”  

Bethel Church Growth Study 

Preparation:    

Read John 19:26-27 

Sermon Series Week 3: “Behold Thy Son” to be preached on February 21st   

Discussion Questions 

1.   There are several confusing aspects of this two part statement.  What confuses you? 

2.  Read Luke 2:35.  Why is it significant that Mary is here at the cross for Jesus’ death?  Why is 

it significant for Jesus?  For Mary?  For humanity?    

3.  Why does Jesus draw his mother’s attention to his dying self? 

4.  Why does Jesus draw “the disciple’s” attention to his mother? 

5.   Jesus is forming a new family; a family that has nothing to do with shared blood, but with 

the shared Christ.   What is the significance of this for our relationships? 

6.  What does this tell us about the nature of our relationships with fellow Christians?   

7.  Read the following passages:   

  Matthew 4:19 

  Matthew 8:22 

  Matthew 10:35 

  Mark 3:32-35 

  Mark 10:29-31   

What do these words from Jesus tell us about what it means to follow him? 

8.  Why do you think Jesus so often speaks so negatively about family and allegiance to family?   

9.  Why is it significant that Jesus forms a family to which anybody can belong? 

Closing Prayer: 

Give thanks for a family to which anybody can belong 

Give thanks for what your church has family has meant to you. 

Give thanks for the gain that we have because of the loss experienced by Jesus and Mary.  



 
 

Famous Last Words 

Session Four: “Why have you forsaken me?” 

Bethel Church Growth Study 

Preparation:    

Read Matthew 27:45-49; Mark 15:33-34 

Read Psalm 22:1-2 

Sermon Series Week 4: “Why have you forsaken me?” to be preached on February 28th   

Heidelberg Catechism Question and Answer 44: 

Q.  Why is there added (to the Apostle’s Creed) ‘he descended into hell?” 

A.  In my greatest sorrows and temptations I may be assured and comforted that my Lord Jesus 

Christ, by his unspeakable anguish, pain, terror, and agony, which he endured throughout all his 

sufferings 1 but especially on the cross, has delivered me from the anguish and torment of hell.  

Discussion Questions 

1. These words from the cross are dark, terrifying, powerful words.   What makes them so dark 

and powerful? 

2.  What do these words mean to you as a follower of Jesus? 

3.  What do these words reveal about Jesus and his work on the cross? 

4.  Read Mark 15:33.  What is the significance of this happening? 

5.  What do these words from Jesus have to do with the words of the Apostle’s Creed: ‘he 

descended into hell’?   What is hell and why did Jesus ‘descend’ there? 

6.  In his darkest hour of life, Jesus quoted scripture.   Why is this significant?  What does this 

say about our relationship with scripture and our relationship with God? 

7.  We often like to think/act as if the Christian life is all good all the time.  What do these words 

from Jesus on the cross tell us about doing the will of the Father?   

8.  What do Jesus’ words and God’s will being done through Jesus teach us about the Father? 

9.  In what way are these dark words actually words of hope? 

Closing Prayer 

Lament the pain/agony of rejection/abandonment that Jesus experienced on the cross. 

Give thanks that we have a Savior who has experienced the same kinds of pain that we do. 

Give thanks for the rejection of Christ for the sake of our acceptance. 

  



 
 

Famous Last Words 

Session Five: “I am Thirsty” 

Bethel Church Growth Study 

Preparation:    

Read John 19:28-34 

Read Psalm 69:21 

Sermon Series Week 5: “I am Thirsty” to be preached on March 6th  

Discussion Questions 

1.  What surprises you or confuses you about this simple statement?   

2.  The words of Jesus from the cross have been very powerful and rich in theological meaning.  

Why does it matter if Jesus is thirsty?   Why do you think John includes this information?    

3.  What does this statement remind us about Jesus and his suffering?   

4.  Why is it significant that Jesus was offered a sponge on a branch of hyssop?   

5.  Read John 7:37 and John  4:13-14.  What do you suppose these passages have to do with 

Jesus’ statement that he is thirsty?    

6.  In John 19:34 we learn that water flows out when Jesus is pierced.  Do you suppose there is 

any significance to the presence of water coming from the one who said, “If anyone is thirsty, 

let him come to me and drink?” 

7.  Read Matthew 5:6, Psalm 42:2.  Thirst is a common theme in scripture to describe the 

longing for truth/mercy/love that we often feel.  What might this have to do with Jesus as he 

nears death?   For what is he thirsty?   

8.  Read John 2:8-10.  The wine vinegar that Jesus was given on the cross was a cheap liquid 

that only the soldiers drank.  In John 2, Jesus turns water into top shelf wine for the people to 

enjoy.   What is the significance of this? 

Closing Prayer: 

Lament for the many ways in which Jesus suffered on our behalf. 

Give thanks for the authentic flesh-blood nature of Jesus Christ. 

Pray for us to thirst/long for him as he thirsts for us. 



 
 

Famous Last Words 

Session Six: “Into Your Hands” 

Bethel Church Growth Study 

Preparation:    

Read Luke 23:44-49 

Skim Psalm 31 

Sermon Series Week 7: “Into Your Hands” to be preached on March 13th    

Discussion Questions 

1.   Read Psalm 31:5 and skim the rest of the Psalm.   How does this Psalm resonate with Jesus 

on the cross? 

2.  Again, Jesus quotes scripture in his darkest hour.   What scripture verses have meant a lot to 

you in dark moments in your life?  What scripture passages might you want to memorize/learn 

in the future for this purpose?    

3.  Read Luke 23:44-45 again.  Why do you suppose the sun stopped shining? 

4.  Why is it significant that the curtain of the temple was torn in two?   

5.  Why is it fitting that Jesus speaks these words as his life ends?   

6.  We often like to think that our life is our life.  What do these words mean for us as followers 

of Jesus?    

7.  We know as Christians that being a Christian involves a complete surrender of who we are.   

But in what ways do we fail to do this?    

8.  We are mortal creatures.  In what ways can/should we commit our spirits into God’s hands 

while we still have breath?  

Closing Prayer: 

Give thanks for the submission of Jesus to the will of the Father. 

Pray for the strength to surrender ourselves to the hands of God. 

 

  



 
 

Famous Last Words 

Session Seven: “It is Finished” 

Bethel Church Growth Study 

Preparation:    

Read John 19:30 

Sermon Series Week 9: “It is Finished” to be preached on March 20th   

Discussion Questions 

1.   What is finished?  Make a list!   

2.  These are perhaps the most well-known words of Jesus from the cross.  What makes them 

so powerful and memorable? 

3.  Many Jews saw the moment of Jesus death as proof that he was a failed 

Messiah/revolutionary.   In what ways do these words reveal an irony? 

4.  Read John 10:15-18.  What do these words have to do with Jesus “finishing” his work? 

5.  What do these words mean for us as we live a life of following Jesus?   What do these words 

mean for our motivation to do good things? 

6.  Many ministries/churches focus mainly on good advice: what we should do, how we should 

live, checklists that we should accomplish.   How do these words fly in the face of this 

mentality? 

7.  In Greek, these 3 English words are one word in the Greek perfect tense.  The perfect tense 

describes something that is done but has ongoing implications.  How does this expand the 

meaning of these words? 

Concluding the Study 

1.  Unpacking the meaning of these words involves study/knowledge of other scripture 

passages.  Why do you think this is the case?  

2.  The words of Jesus from the cross are often skipped over because they are so 

short/seemingly simple.  What was the most important thing you learned from these words?  

What was your favorite/most meaningful “word” from the cross? 

Closing Prayer: 

Pray for the strength and joy to live in Jesus’ “finished” work.   

Give thanks for Jesus’ Famous Last Words. 

Give thanks for the things we’ve learned/the hope we’ve been given through these words. 

 


